
Nationwide is 
on your side

Latest storm safety guidance

Defend your home 
and family against 
the forces of nature
You can’t control nature, but you can prepare for it.

Nationwide® has partnered with storm researchers and risk 
mitigation experts at the Insurance Institute for Business and 
Home Safety (IBHS) to bring you the most up-to-date guidance 
on how to reduce the impact of storms on your home.

Before a storm 
Work on these DIY home improvements now to help 
reduce your risk of loss in the event of severe storms.

Secure loose 
shingles.

Clean out 
gutters.

Repair gaps in 
window and 

door caulking.

Trim 
overhanging 

branches.

Install a backup 
sump pump 

or alarm.

Install surge 
protectors.

Reinforce your 
garage with a garage 

door retrofit kit.

In addition to these DIY projects, you should...

Take inventory 
of household 

possessions using 
your smartphone

Create an active 
storm plan with 
family roles and 
responsibilities

Build a storm kit with 
head protection, 

medication, batteries, 
and a weather radio

During a storm 
Protect yourself and your home from nature’s 

wrath by following these tips.

Secure outdoor 
items. Close windows. Shut interior 

doors.

Take shelter 
in an interior 

room.

Close the 
garage.

After a storm 
Once inclement weather has passed, make repairs or improvements 
to your home to strengthen it before the next storm. Consult IBHS’s 

FORTIFIED Home™, a voluntary construction and reroofing program, 
with your contractors for guidance. You can also incorporate 

FORTIFIED Home™ standards during renovations or home additions.

Reroof with 
impact-
resistant 
shingles.

Have your roof 
deck sealed.

Use ring shank 
nails to connect 

roof decking 
to framing.

Improve the 
strength of 
anchored 

attachments.

Install windows and 
doors that are impact 
resistant and properly 

pressure rated.

Anchor 
chimneys to 
the home.

Replace your 
garage door with 
one that is wind 

rated for your area.

Preparation is key
Dig deeper into each of the ways you can reinforce your home 

through IBHS’s FORTIFIED Home™ program at fortifiedhome.org.

Nationwide is 
on your side Nationwide is here to help you weather the storm.  

Learn more about protecting your home from  
natural disasters at nationwide.com/lc/resources.
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